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SAVANNAH TO HOST THE WORLD’S GREATEST COLLECTION
OF OCEAN FILMS & FILMMAKERS

BLUE—The Global Oceans Film Festival Event— Launches June 10-14, 2009

March 30, 2009 (Savannah, Georgia) — BLUE—The Global Oceans Film Festival Event, will bring the
world’s greatest collection of ocean films and filmmakers to Savannah, June 10-14, 2009. The film festival
will feature screenings of over 45 of the world’s best ocean films from BLUE’s industry competition, along
with panels of filmmakers to share their experiences making these amazing documentaries. All film

screenings are open to the public.

Activities for the public also include special panels and workshops with world leaders in ocean
filmmaking, conservation and photography, a Community Fair focused on the oceans and VIP parties with
festival celebrities. All events will take place in a two-block area of downtown, between Abercorn and

Habersham Streets, on Broughton Street and in Oglethorpe Square.

Savannah was chosen as a location for BLUE largely because of its proximity to Gray’s Reef National
Marine Sanctuary, which is host sponsor of the festival. The international event builds on the success of
the Gray’s Reef Ocean Film Festival, by providing access to a broader range of films, filmmakers, and

sponsored activities.

TICKET INFORMATION >>> Patron passes for the event will go on sale April 15, through the SCAD box
office. Individual screening and event tickets will go on sale May 11th, also through the SCAD box office.
Individual tickets will be $8 for the general public and $6 for students or seniors. Tickets may be

purchased by calling 912.525.5050 or online: www.scadboxoffice.com

FILM SCREENINGS >>> Finalist films from BLUE’s international awards competition will be shown
Thursday through Sunday in Trustees Theater and the Lucas Theater. The film schedule will be released
May 1st. Festival passes or individual screening and event tickets may be purchased through SCAD’s Box

Office. Where possible, screenings will be introduced by the film’s producer & followed by a Q& A session.
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Special Film Screenings include:

SPECIAL SCREENING OF DEEP OCEAN EXPLORERS; sponsored by History Channel—View the
short film which is part of the new Sant Ocean Hall exhibit at the Smithsonian Institute National
History Museum, followed by a discussion about the experience with Mike deGruy, the ocean
explorer/filmmaker, and Carter Figueroa from the History Channel. (This screening is free to the
public.)

CHILDREN’S FILMS >>> Special Saturday block sponsored by Georgia Aquarium

EMERGING FILMMAKER AND STUDENT FILMS >> Special block sponsored by Gray’s Reef Ocean

Film Festival

SPECIAL EVENTS >>> In addition to film screenings, the festival will host a number of global leaders in

the underwater film and conservation world. Highlights confirmed to date include:

STATE OF OUR OCEANS PANEL & TOWN HALL FORUM—(Thursday, June 11, Evening) World
leaders in conservation, marine biology and policy discuss the issues facing our oceans and what
it will take to turn them around. Questions will be welcomed from the audience. Hosted by the
Joint Ocean Commission (a collaborative initiative between Pew Oceans Commission and the U.S.
Commission on Ocean Policy.)

BRIAN SKERRY’'S OCEAN WILD PHOTOGRAPHY EXHIBIT— The internationally acclaimed
underwater photographer shares his most recent work for National Geographic. Brian recently
became the first person to sweep every award—first, second and third place— in a category
(Underwater) in the world's most prestigious nature photography competition hosted by the
BBC & British Natural History Museum. Brian frequently lectures on photography and
conservation issues having presented at venues such as Harvard University, The National Press
Club in Washington, DC and the Royal Geographical Society in London. He is also regularly
interviewed on television having appeared on PBS, C-SPAN and on programs such as ABC’s
20/20 and Good Morning America.

CAREER INSIGHTS—World leaders in the industry share their experiences in underwater
cinematography, underwater photography, marine biology, marine animal veterinary medicine,
wildlife /nature television production and deep-sea exploration.

INTERNATIONAL LEAGUE OF CONSERVATION PHOTOGRAPHERS SEMINAR—Learn the tricks of

the trade from the world’s top underwater photographers.

COMMUNITY FAIR >>> It’s all about the oceans! Sponsored by Georgia Aquarium, this free event will take

place in Oglethorpe Square and will feature a special selection of ocean related activities and exhibits.

This family oriented event will include children’s activities, educational programs, information on scuba

diving & underwater film & photography equipment for consumers, conservation organization’s

programs and outreach, and live entertainment. (For additional information on exhibitor opportunities:

Contact Cathy Sakas at Cathy.Sakas@noaa.gov)
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WORKSHOPS >>> Consumers can learn more about the intriguing underwater world and issues facing
the oceans in BLUE'’s free workshops. Highlights include:

*  Sharks—Friend or Foe?

*  The Coral Reef Connection

*  What'’s On Your Plate—Eating Seafood Responsibly

*  What You Can Do to Help Save the Oceans

PARTIES >>> Evening parties will allow Patron Pass and VIP Pass holders the opportunity to mingle with
industry filmmakers and celebrity guests.
* OPENING NIGHT PARTY (Thursday, June 11) — Brian Skerry, the highly acclaimed National
Geographic Photographer, introduces his Ocean Wild exhibit in the Red Gallery open to BLUE
Whale & Great White Pass Holders and industry delegates
¢ MEET THE FILMMAKERS PARTY (Friday, June 12); Industry event open only to BLUE Whale pass
holders
* DR.SYLVIA EARLE RECEPTION (Saturday, June 13); At Chao Bella, open only to BLUE Whale pass
holders and industry delegates
¢ CLOSING NIGHT PARTY (Sunday, June 14); Location TBA. Open to BLUE Whale and Great White

pass holders, festival volunteers and industry delegates.

LOCAL SPONSORS INCLUDE>>> Gray’s Reef Ocean Film Festival, Georgia Aquarium, Savannah Film
Commission, AT&T, The South Magazine, The Marshall House, President’s Quarters Inn, Diving Locker Ski

Chalet, Leopold’s Ice Cream and Spyhop Productions.

NATIONAL & INDUSTRY SPONSORS INCLUDE>>> National Marine Sanctuaries, Amphibico, Save Our Seas
Foundation, History Channel, Sanibel Sea School, The Joint Ocean Commission Initiative, National Marine
Sanctuaries Foundation, International League of Conservation Photographers, OceanFootage.com,

RealScreen Magazine, Feodor Pitcairn Productions and Footage Bank HD.
HH#H

For more information on BLUE’s Community Festival, visit the www.bluefilmfest.com/community. BLUE

Ocean Film Festival is presented by Make A Difference Media (MADM), a 501c3 non-profit organization
committed to using the power of film to make a positive impact on important global issues. MADM is

headquartered in Tampa, Florida. For more information visit www.makeadifferencemedia.org.
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