
	
	
	
	
	

 
 

 
 

Best Recreational Fishing Practices Workshop 
Saturday November 10, 2012 8:00 AM to 1:15 PM 

Richmond Hill City Center 
 
 

Goal of the Workshop 
 

This is the first of a series of workshops to be held in association with National Marine Sanctuaries around the 
U.S.  The goal of the workshops is to increase the survival of fish that are released in catch-and-release fisheries 
and releases resulting from regulatory discards.  Each workshop has the following objectives: 
1.  Describe the mortality associated with catch-and-release 
2.  Describe some tools available to diminish this mortality 
3.  Solicit the input of recreational fishermen on how to better increase the survival of released fish (methods, 
tools, needed research) and better protect fish habitats 
4.  Produce guides and tools to help fishermen decrease mortality, minimize impacts on habitats, and increase 
fish production 

 
Workshop Agenda 

 
8:00 Welcome, introductions and goals (coffee, continental breakfast) 
  George Sedberry, Gray's Reef National Marine Sanctuary 
  Tom Raftican, Sportfishing Conservancy 
  Michael Denmark, CCA Georgia 
  George Geiger, Moderator 
8:30 The science behind survival of released fish, and successful solutions to increase survival 
  Chris Lowe:  Successful Experiments with Alleviating Barotrauma 
9:00  Bob Osborne:   Best Fishing Practices and Fishery Management 
9:10  George Sedberry:  Release Mortality Issues at Gray’s Reef National Marine Sanctuary and 

other Hard-Bottom Reefs in the Southeast 
9:30  Karen Burns:  Hook Choices and Other Tools to Increase Survival 
10:00 General discussion and instructions to breakout groups 
10:05 Breakout groups (gather ideas for better methods, tools and research) 
  Possible subjects:  avoidance of prohibited species and sizes; fish handling; tackle choices for 

increasing survival; minimizing habitat damage 
12:00 Lunch and roundtable discussion 
1:00 Wrap-up 
 
 
If you have an interest in attending, please contact Jody Patterson at (912) 598-2431 or email her at 
jody.patterson@noaa.gov.  Workshop space is limited, so please contact Jody if you are interested in 
attending. 


